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AN ORDINANCE 2015-09.-10 -0 /61

* * * * *

AMENDING AND RECODIFYING IN PART CHAPTER 34 OF THE SAN ANTONIO
CITY CODE TO REVISE AND ADOPT RULES FOR THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO
DRAINAGE UTILITY; ADOPTING A NEW RATE DESIGN FOR STORM WATER
DRAINAGE CHARGES; APPROVING A REVISED SCHEDULE OF DRAINAGE
CHARGES; EXEMPTING CERTAIN PROPERTIES FROM DRAINAGE CHARGES;
PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES AND INTEREST; IMPLEMENTING AN APPEALS
PROCESS; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, in response regulations enacted by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(“EPA”) in November 1990 requiring the City of San Antonio to develop storm water drainage
plans, services, and programs, on May 13, 1993 the City Council passed Ordinance No. 77949
in order to provide funding to meet federal storm water regulations and to protect the public
health and safety from loss of life and property caused by surface water overflows, surface water
stagnation, and pollution arising from nonpoint source runoff within the city; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 77949 established a schedule of storm water drainage rates based
on the cost of providing drainage service to benefitted properties within the San Antonio city
limits and directed the San Antonio Water System (“SAWS”) to collect the drainage fees as an
agent for the City using its billing system; and

WHEREAS, the storm water drainage system is not integrated into the SAWS sewer system,
but is a City operated municipal separate storm sewer system (“MS4”) dedicated to providing
collection and conveyance of storm water, rain water, flood water, or other surface water into
area rivers and basins consistent with state and federal regulations implemented to protect
surface water quality; and

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 86711 adopted on September 25, 1997, the City Council
declared the drainage of the City to be a public utility to be known as the City of San Antonio
Drainage Utility ( “Drainage Utility”), pursuant to the authority of Chapter 552, Subchapter C, of
the Local Government Code, and dedicated to the Drainage Utility all present and future City
owned property (real and personal), facilities, materials, and supplies constituting the City’s
drainage system to be used for the purpose of the Drainage Utility; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 86711 authorized the assessment on every benefitted property
within the service area of the Drainage Utility, the “storm water drainage service fee”, a monthly
usage fee originally created by Ordinance No. 77949; and

WHEREAS, the storm water drainage fee has been increased six times since 1993 and most
recently in Ordinance No. 2007-09-20-0988, adopted on September 20, 2007, in order to support
the Drainage Utility’s cost of service; and

WHEREAS, in September 2012, the City Council rejected a request to increase the storm water
drainage fees and instructed City staff to bring for Council consideration a revised schedule for






























































































































